QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 02 Issue No: 02 (2025)

I - T LY S D00, > 19 JBY {1 I
"THE LEGAL STATUS OF BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE

PROPHET UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW: A RESEARCH-
BASED STUDY"

Muhammad Farooq Igbal
Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies,
Ghazi University, Dera Ghazi Khan, Pakistan.

Email:frqigb@gamil.com

Dr. Yasir Farooq
Lecturer, Department of Islamic Studies,
Ghazi University, Dera Ghazi Khan, Pakistan.
Email: yfaroog@gudgk.edu.pk

Abstract

This research paper examines the legal status of blasphemy against the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) within the framework of international law. The issue of blasphemy,
particularly when directed toward sacred religious figures, remains highly sensitive in the
Muslim world and often causes widespread unrest. While Islamic legal traditions prescribe
severe penalties for blasphemy, international legal frameworks—particularly those based on
Western liberal ideals—tend to prioritize freedom of expression and individual rights, often at
the cost of religious sensitivities. The study explores key international legal instruments such as
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), and the Rabat Plan of Action. It critically analyzes their limitations
in addressing religious defamation and hate speech, especially blasphemy against the Prophet.
The paper also compares national laws from various countries—both Islamic and secular—
highlighting the stark differences in legal treatment of blasphemy and its implications for global
legal coherence. Through a comparative legal approach, this research underscores the gap
between Muslim-majority countries’ expectations regarding the sanctity of religious figures and
the international legal order's reluctance to criminalize such offenses. The paper further
investigates whether blasphemy laws are compatible with international human rights law or
represent a necessary exception to safeguard religious harmony and prevent communal
violence. The study concludes that while the current international legal regime provides limited
protection against blasphemy, particularly of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), there is a need
for broader dialogue and perhaps the development of internationally acceptable legal norms
that balance freedom of expression with respect for religious sanctities. This research calls for
Islamic countries to take a proactive role in advocating for more inclusive international legal
standards that protect the dignity of religious beliefs without suppressing fundamental rights.
Keyword: Blasphemy Laws, International Law, Freedom of Expression, Religious Offences,
Human Rights, Prophet Muhammad, Comparative Legal Study, Islamic Law, Secular Legal
Systems, Defamation of Religion

249


mailto:frqiqb@gamil.com
mailto:yfarooq@gudgk.edu.pk

QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 02 Issue No: 02 (2025)

PN
<c‘,mt>f/&wy&m|:Juéi‘&iwﬁfgi/gfu,@bﬁvdwfu/;z%,ki»u:{cﬁuuqu.{mﬂwuﬁ
Ao bl 22 S S e P U st o s ol L 70 p SEEE ¢ N1 s 7 L Ui
Cﬁr&&v/wicggJJ?:Ladf@u)M46;1}7071/511%1@07‘/}“Juidﬁ&u:bﬁfu%d!}uwf

-+rf/iu;ﬁ€ﬁfﬂ&jwdu,g4

SIS UF el g e P 2 396 St T U6 §1F Uit st B
515L§f4£:‘u’l;/mdlfﬂlu:?/f)goﬁ’rl}lg?Un&fz:w?Jé?%(M;{?ﬁujL/&VJ‘legdifiéwfl}
w0 e LISy 1P L eI I Un Sl F— e s 2 Sy
?UJJC,T(?J

S Qe Y S Ll i Lo 61 il Se e T e 3 2356 b5 Ut 0P
Kbt FoS L3I F e SAoo1 B L & it gine o JE

L lee U S5 UL £ g (i 4 e EASIGT St ST E Sk 1
e FedasaidingE s
L W e 3
P13 e S e bl § 2 g 9 P LS P b e s Ll M 8
&b e Pt S Pl

UGN L o F L el e it el e el 3 F e UL il
Ce Lol Einl e crif e 37 S &l Ll urd oIl £ § ehlo g L usb eolr U
Lapt e B S SN G S it K e tanie ULl s3I F
Z:_JJ}JL-../H}J&{"UL{Z‘CL‘_gUJUl:’}MJ:J)ZLU[”/@<J?Z_/JYJJ}J£Z‘—U£/;;JHL/)fé,.?}J
<<‘-_L“lg,l,fﬁfléb{l uﬁ’g/gLul?ufgﬁ;ly/.:ul/;ll(ny//r‘jguﬁugéutlu}f).://,:;z.;m;?fg%uj

Gree 2 Ut a2 U5 2 in$iS 8oL 2 sl iT b S et SIS r i #58Y)
S ISl s Ui Lo E WL o LS G g 2o Flga s 1S
e B S B ek n pnT S F TS U Gt O U o sl
1

di{UULL/U}fCJUUL@U‘”UJMLUJMﬁta/.gﬂjé_//uj?d/u»yfdd/;&flbfég/;j)MC/di

WP F oo iy by o TS 202978 FE et 1§ f 2 s SN FE g F 1)
.:x,dgd//u‘}"%,uz13:u‘<:gdg:u:'jurus,>'in:(:"“Jumwg;u’ur
250



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 02 Issue No: 02 (2025)

1 ¢y ¥

Sl Sl st bl S U I S T b L1 3o A6 s sps S
el Pt L ef e o Sy e aid S Flesianf 2 Wl ETE TN S
2 ke de

Fre Pty E e s P T FH e ST e £ a5
4-un;u;4J£u§;M/§gn;fj Ibos
Jwﬁ-gugpdsfrmuz’fuﬁuﬂéwiawv@u;ﬁﬁ‘aé‘t%piiﬂﬁu:.;tg@d;g&Jus,M
S LSt S S FLA LI IS e hp S S oS Ui ny ks

b P s du S UWE{UfG/&bMMiJl‘acwcuﬁ?'/‘:(:ﬁJagaljfggflﬁh
it BT Sl it TN sl Soe E S upF e S
d}."agu@}dfu’i/‘:u}’£l‘/?;/c«§dﬂi’£d)fd:g.uak@’idﬂf.f/d}fgg_ug&’iu;é/ﬁ?l-%@l{
62,

Mﬁ-{_}’fﬁﬁd]”éd’i,?l/;fé_-)n.«()‘?cﬁ/;/rdﬂ/,JC};J}(/G,J/‘LU:U}G‘LJ/}:’C/J’
SP e 285 L 13z L e nd15 STl Skl ST St
T/, J/W’; L3 L 150 Ut sl o L oF e S S ca g ST 2 B Ls st Sl e s

d/ug}Luﬁi-u;u}”uﬁy4wiJufl;§@w1LffuﬁJdJ€|L;}z;éwuu%wc);{éuﬁ
Flz L1 St ot S bSomrtip e S §ef £ oslin 3 30 £ 06
/Lf?w?"/ncf,ﬁ(z/?mgéd/G/_ZLJV'%ij,lg;;K/ Eoilily e sur L4 Ju‘?vzru S
s_fét«c.ruy
re e Iude Ul 3
G¥ e 2 TN st B e A L s S5 e S 3l i3 2 = 6 £ Blasphemy 96 U4 L 32

21 32J&&£dﬁ>rlﬁglfﬂ(ZQJUU}U?E}JU'“]

250:f LG SITE F A

217J:(~“7Jmuwg;dw3

Lt

3 Kursheed warsi, the hidden enemies of India: the devils indisguies, warsi publications 1124, PIB colony
Karachi 1994

Ly
8:282:0 5
06-04-1990:F2 st 72, J1 78

251



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 02 Issue No: 02 (2025)

d/"u:u’,J"-Lg,;?;;_gﬁu(}bﬂ;auﬁgfo{:”guf/zdmugniuﬁnf!au?‘gu’t(g:ai'f‘aﬁ"‘g
U e Bt 2 Ut Aol IP5sbes LUt oy o K5 K b Ysib Slaib el s Ut L
:+¢5@/;J:""JJ;?‘gﬁtuﬁjuxu‘f:)ww?u}@uﬁvﬁv
P02 [OL[ g0
PRPYY-S N PTIN] /fjg“at'lgU:{i£(ZJU}£/l,5!u’ﬁm;lll&ff“(}‘gu’i&”uﬁoyuwld/ s
Blasphemy is an indictable offence at common law consisting in
the publication of words attacking ith Christian religion or the
bible as violent, scurrilous or ribald as to pass the limit of clement
controversy and tend to lead to a breach of peace. It is immaterial

whether the words are spoken or written, if written the constitute
a blasphemous libel. !
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Everyone has the right to freedom of ecpression. This right shall

include freedom to hold opionions and to receive and impart

information and ideas without interference by public authority and

regardless of frontires. This article shall not prevent states from
requiring the licensing of broadcasting television or cinema

enterprises.

The exercise of this freedoms, since it carries with it duties and
reponsibalities, may be subject to such fromalities condtions
restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary
in a democratic socity in the intersts of national secruty territorial
intergrity or public safety for the protection of the reputation or
rights of others for preventing the disclosure of information
received in confidence or for maintaining the authority and
impartiality of the judiciary.?
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