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Abstract
This paper explores the Islamic philosophy of history as reflected in the Urdu and Persian poetry
of Allama Muhammad Igbal. Igbal does not view history as a mere sequence of events, but as a
dynamic process of intellectual, moral, and spiritual evolution rooted in the principles of Tawhid
(monotheism), Khudi (selfhood), and purposeful action. His poetic vision presents history as a
manifestation of divine laws governing the rise and fall of nations based on their moral character,
collective will, and spiritual consciousness. Drawing from both his Urdu and Persian works, the
study analyzes how Igbal integrates Quranic themes with historical insight, urging Muslims to
learn from the past and shape their future with dignity, creativity, and divine purpose. His concept
of history challenges fatalism and promotes an active, revivalist outlook rooted in Islamic ideals.
Keywords: Iqbal, Islamic Philosophy of History, Urdu Poetry, Persian Poetry, Tawhid, Khudi,
Historical Consciousness.
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"' Durant, Will. The Story of Civilization (New York Simon & Schuster, 1935), 1 3

2 Al-Qur’an, Yasuf 12111

3 Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah, Futih Misr wa Akhbaruhd (Cairo Dar al-Ma‘arif,
1961), 1 85.)

* Al-Qur’an, al-Dhariyat 5156
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3 Ibn Khaldiin, ‘Abd al-Rahman, 4I-Muqaddimah (Cairo Dar al-Fikr, 2004), 1 223

6 Igbal, Muhammad. Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam (Lahore Shaikh Muhammad Ashraf,
1958), 1 120.

" Tbn Khaldiin, ‘Abd al-Rahman, Al-Mugaddimah (Cairo Dar al-Fikr, 2004), 1 6
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8 Igbal, Muhammad. Letters to R.A. Nicholson (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1963), 1 52.

? Igbal, Muhammad. Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam (Lahore Shaikh Muhammad Ashraf,
1958), 1 103

10 Igbal, Muhammad. Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam (Lahore Shaikh Muhammad Ashraf,
1958), 1 145

! Igbal, Muhammad. Bal-e-Jibril (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1935), 1 47.

12 Igbal, Muhammad. Bal-e-Jibril (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1935), 1 81.

71



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 02 Issue No: 03 (2025)

J_wl,Qufﬁmw‘;waKZ;/L"..{:'/’LM_‘gbﬁ’,g./ur}/fﬁu‘im“gjf‘ffdljjifyw.{)y'édw
—e ke aB R S i

6‘/3"%&%!}/6}6/5-3

-t 2T B O 6§12 2 st S e Ssetos Qa5 21 G 5B Ut et SS FEG 6
B g I ISk W it f Lurdeet & L alodUii 2

e G b 2 5L S Qons LI st L S

M&;pﬂﬁ*tudl

ROy N

“_uf}d/i;jl;@ﬂ;/jl,/;ljﬂ:u:/Lyzufcﬂ,d:";ﬂﬁ&ldﬂéf”

e G PSP L o JU b ke b S VST P oo FE 4 2,

e S PE ST 7 LU e eSS 2 TG e b2 S0

J Jlrwur:/.é/tf‘

M Afaps Soiif

kS I SIS St Sr A Uy st

e e Pt Fad st B S et TSl ninfig
:‘ggn/fo)?u’{/?ubLﬁ&ﬁ/;@&!,{!fy;buyéét—

spdistp Sl

S TSy olar

‘K on S KT G Gy L

e b e I3 LG 5B Ut eein§ P25 TG il

13 Rumi1, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawr, Tehran: Amir Kabir, 1379 SH, 2: 17
14 Firdawsi, Shahnama, Tehran: Nashr-i Naw, 1385 SH, 1: 3
15 Sana’1, Hadigat al-Hagiga, Tehran: Bustan-i Kitab, 1380 SH, p. 112
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16 Igbal, Payam-i Mashriq, Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1923, p. 48
17 1gbal, Rumiiz-i Bikhudr, Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1918, p. 22
18 Shahryar, Divan-i Shahryar, Tehran: Intisharat-i Negah, 1390 SH, p. 92
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' Shari‘ati, ‘Ali, Tarikh wa Ma ‘rifat, Tehran: Bunyad-i Farhangi-yi ‘Ali Shari‘ati, 1362 SH, p. 45

20 Furiizanfar, Badi‘ al-Zaman, Sharh-i Ahwal wa Ara’-yi Mawlana, Tehran: Danishgah-i Tihran, 1371
SH, p. 103

21 Na‘mani, Shibli, Magalat-i Shibli, Lahore: Matba“ Mujtaba’1, 1909, 2: 215

74



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 02 Issue No: 03 (2025)

NP ke Qoss$r p P 1 1

e $3 SIS PR L3 LI i p 1650 L5363 P18 J(1915) 02 139 5 i JES UG
“L&L.@!Jj‘? I BES e i) sdoss

L AJg

"szbﬂ/)d(le/d)i"

"2 U AL 2 LGS o
‘Luggd;i&,ufﬁfu::jédy?cu?:ugJ/J"’/JL/Cuf/uUﬂzmﬂww!/é"é/L"j. " AU
ce o4 2 LF ons

Mg ETAE T 2F,

{iogadily s 1938 65 235 L 5B T AU Gl

”23L,g;¢)la&.!;?ujgeo,gujdbd}}u{ﬁlﬁz‘_"

27 S Bl S Kt $o55 J

e pr Ll s e AT -V B P65 RIS A e S50 LT e s J I 1918) S5 m
e 6 Qo E3E S

=Y

”dJLf/Cu/laf S5 Mt i g

"244_;//’4.,/g,;fuw”?:a_)d4}(ljﬁf+mtgiﬁ"
u'uiJJ"f—@/L“C%'fumuy./?/)&lwﬁwécdéuf}d‘}//“ﬁkﬂ’)%(%zd?(/%ﬂ“%fj50‘?’/’2
GG Me i § S i U e e (BRE S (2 g S S 206
e

"B 2,Ks waiY Eha )

Bt d LU o G

22 Igbal, Muhammad. Asrar-e Khudri (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1915), 1 32

2 Al-Qur’an, al-Ra‘d 1311

24 (Igbal, Muhammad. Rumaz-e Békhudi (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1918), 1 45.)

25 Al-Qushir, Abii al-Husain, Muslim ibn Hajjaj, Sahih Muslim (Nishaptr Dar al-Khilafa al-‘IImiya, 1330
AH), 12722
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26 Igbal, Muhammad. Payam-e Mashrig (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1923), 1 68
27 Igbal, Muhammad. Zabiir-e ‘Ajam (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1927), 1 51.
28 Ibn Khaldtin, ‘Abd al-Rahman, AI-Mugaddimah (Cairo Dar al-Fikr, 2004), 1 54
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% (Igbal, Muhammad, Asrar-i Khudt (Lahore: Daniyal Publishers, 1920), 45.)
3" Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich. Lectures on the Philosophy of History (Berlin Clarendon Press,

1837), 1 15.)
31 Marx, Karl, and Friedrich Engels. The Communist Manifesto (London Penguin, 1848), 1 3.)
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32 Igbal, Muhammad. Bal-e Jibril (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1935), 1 52.

33 Spengler, Oswald. The Decline of the West (Munich C. H. Beck, 1918), 1 45.

3 Toynbee, Arnold. 4 Study of History (London Oxford University Press, 1934), 2 312.
35 Al-Qur’an, Al ‘Imran 3110

36 Igbal, Muhammad. Zarb-e Kalim (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1936), 1 42
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37 Igbal, Muhammad. Bal-e Jibril (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1935), 1 33
38 Iqbal, Muhammad. Bal-e Jibril (Lahore Igbal Academy, 1935), 1 21
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40 Surah al-Anfal, 8:53
! Iqbal, Muhammad. 4srar-i Khudi. (Lahor: Dar al-Shudr, 1920), 32.
42 Igbal, Muhammad. Asrar-i Khudi. (Lahor: Dar al-Shu‘ar, 1920), 55.
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# Muslim ibn Hajjaj, Sahih Muslim (Nisha par: Dar al Khilafa Al IImiya, 1330 AH), 1: 2722
4 Abul A‘la Mawdudi, Tafhim al-Qur’an, Lahore: Islamic Publications Ltd., 1983, 2: 34
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