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Abstract

The present study undertakes an analytical exploration of the concept of the sanctity of the Islamic
symbols (Sha ‘'a’ir Allah) in light of the emerging challenges posed by globalization. Sha ‘a@’ir Allah, as
delineated in the Qur’an and Sunnah, occupy a central place in shaping the religious identity, collective
consciousness, and ethical orientation of Muslim societies. These symbols—ranging from the rituals of
worship to visible markers of Islamic identity—are not merely ceremonial expressions, but deeply
embedded signifiers of faith that preserve the spiritual and moral framework of the community. In the
contemporary age, characterized by globalization, these values and symbols encounter multifaceted
threats, including cultural homogenization, secular ideologies, consumerism, and the erosion of spiritual
authority.

This article investigates the dynamic interaction between the sacredness of Sha ‘a’ir Allah and the forces
of globalization, highlighting the tension between the preservation of tradition and the pressures of
modernity. By engaging with Qur’anic directives, Prophetic guidance, and the interpretations of classical
exegetes such as al-Tabart and Ibn Kathir, alongside contemporary scholarship by thinkers like Yusuf al-
Qaradawi and Taha Jaber al-Alwani, the research emphasizes the enduring necessity of protecting the
sanctity of Islamic rituals and symbols as a shield against identity fragmentation.

In addition, the study focuses on the Islamic principles of reform in thought and action (islah al-fikr wa
al-‘amal), analyzing how they provide a constructive methodology for addressing the ethical and
intellectual challenges of a globalized world. These principles advocate a balance between unwavering
commitment to divine guidance and adaptive engagement with changing socio-cultural realities. The
research underscores that maintaining the sanctity of Sha ‘a’ir Allah is not an act of isolationism, rather,
it fosters resilience, creativity, and ethical participation in the global arena without compromising core
Islamic values.

Through a critical and comparative methodology, the paper situates the discussion of Sha ‘a’ir Allah
within broader debates on globalization, identity, and moral relativism. It argues that Islamic principles,
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rooted in the objectives of Shari‘ah (maqgasid al-shari‘ah), are not only capable of safeguarding the
spiritual essence of Muslim communities but also of offering universal ethical insights relevant to
humanity at large. The study concludes that the preservation of Sha ‘'d’ir Allah and the application of
Islamic reformative principles constitute an indispensable framework for Muslim societies to navigate the
complexities of globalization while remaining faithful to their divine mandate.

Keywords: Sha'a’ir Allah, sanctity, globalization, Islamic reform, maqasid al-shari'ah, Muslim identity,
cultural challenges.
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