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Abstract

This study provides a critical, comparative examination of the welfare impacts of Zakat in Islam
and Dana in Hinduism, employing a strictly thematic and analytical framework. It investigates
the metaphysical foundations, ethical principles, institutional histories, and socio-economic
functions that shape both traditions. In Islam, Zakat emerges as a legally mandated mechanism
integrating worship, social responsibility, and economic justice through structured redistribution
and state-backed governance. In contrast, Hindu Dana operates as a voluntary, virtue-oriented
practice rooted in dharma, karma, and punya, emphasizing moral cultivation and community-
based generosity rather than obligatory redistribution. The analysis highlights convergences in
moral intent—altruism, purification, and communal welfare—while underscoring substantive
differences in obligation, authority, institutionalization, and outcomes. Historically, Islamic
societies developed centralized welfare institutions such as bayt al-mal and awqgaf, whereas
Hindu societies relied on temples, asrams, and caste-linked charitable networks. The study
evaluates their respective roles in poverty reduction, wealth circulation, social cohesion, and
dignity preservation. A comparative outcome framework assesses structural (Islamic) versus
cultural (Hindu) mechanisms, measuring redistribution efficiency, institutional sustainability,
and beneficiary wellbeing. The synthesis argues that while both systems promote human welfare,
Zakat functions as an economic policy instrument embedded in a normative legal structure,
whereas Dana serves as an ethical-spiritual practice embedded in social and ritual life. The
study concludes by outlining policy-oriented possibilities for interfaith welfare cooperation,
hybrid models combining obligatory and voluntary elements, and governance reforms enhancing
transparency and inclusivity.
Keywords: Zakat, Dana, Islamic welfare, Hindu philanthropy, comparative religion, poverty
alleviation, redistribution.
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“Dana given without expectation of return, at the right place and time, and to a
worthy person, is considered sattvika.”’

”_4.:-11{ ulﬁ»)ﬂ)ﬂb ngg;f;/'dtw%rwg,wl:ml:;s';?wl:»‘LL;,‘f( Bl
v/!k/ﬁ&u,/i;)ﬁ+a)J4uﬁo@ﬁu{u,gifxéégu/i $of S e SUien LIS £t
:‘a(f’g 5 L1$(Upanisads) 1/.,“3;?_‘@%&1‘/@;,‘7..9,2/5;;4&5 ut/rfjaidl.,aﬂ_‘a
S, S Z S L9 gl )
I OO AT2 b S oS8 K= B F U S E LI s S S sl s G
dﬂwmuu_aw r/UM(}laUA!LWIdLJ#!J'L/ e/ JW&adfd Sa¢ felifiele s (et U7 <
(Tl e v Sl oSl Jﬂ!&wiujm_cagzﬂ.{l&w&f L
-gf /fg S5 (Karma-$uddhi) ¢ ) (/ Ny F,w(j’i (Ahimsa) u»zl/..,!?@uéld’i (Punya) (&
L)AL SFG S Sou uﬁ'@lrﬁ‘atz;dz@“ F38 e S s L udrIuE Uies
e Lt E A e P T N osS e n L et S T
" e ALLEIS L,&iao;u!;’,&l/uf/glat)/ Jiauulﬂg’léw“
P Greas L5 S e bm b e e u*/Lwiu‘”L du;/Ju!;Jck;yfvafvLuf/duvu.,wﬂ
v/u;%uﬁ.pmd//fu,gffb ::/Jfrﬂ.gugm:i(” QEE ke f o 5 580 J1E o ae
S0 E o} L Sib S e b S S fe e F S, 4 il §br 2 25 S e
e EESuIy 8 L
e wd f

7 The Bhagavad Gita. Translated by Barbara Stoler Miller. New York: Bantam Books, 1986.,17:20«
8 The Upanisads. Translated by Patrick Olivelle. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998. (or a specific
Upanishad, e.g.) New York: Oxford University Press, 1998., mantra 1

112 :3@!;5,}%9

702



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678

Volume No: 02 Issue No: 03 (2025)

LG LI pomnmtd 1L e F UL 1oi U Lag il s b 473 F e 0 S| il
L}/KJ)&%MLJ’I;?J/’Z‘J:ZZU:.{:{?T(Z&E%ul(’ft’_ca&l'ﬁfﬂgidﬁ’ugui’c,ur‘."(}"ué!éului’g/g
Spre B ebuiman Lened 6 S b odaf Uinede mes NGB L e
Ui Mo N L
WA 3L A DAL e iazedpy o gt Loy (wu//u*(u/;
Oflgs 553 5 L 30l 0 34)
» s /G Sy 120 S Jrs Fum e EIAL 1
SEandfB et P P G //;;Law(w&gwgagéj&ué;‘fffs,'fjcfjufz
Sl sslesf AT 93ﬁ&¢5v&1.gu:;sz Zidba,Ls /'ff TRSTEm /’%ﬁm-w&w(; AU
T E S ke LG LIS 05
&%}{l}é&/%‘}ébul}u%/}’Lr/&&’,ﬂ,dc&;:}&de/&JV&fd/ “ P Sz Lo
e W ety e bt U
_awd;uf_./u”uwéduafur“
w-d%f Sl e 2 S e b a7 A Lol etz L S, SIS
<3S SV re S P b S m L e 6 L e e
2§ e Pt e Sl AU S M S P U B U e 1)
Qs s A Lk BRI L ctrsin 5SS 13- e Uik Us e GRSl G L b

ZLL(}/UQU{[C)/J&«;/%}/&U}lJ!l}}fi’;«}é’/_‘L/g&'U}lUI)ng.L'lﬁlz:i/d/;/'ugﬂl
“Dana performed without compulsion and with purity of heart is sattvika.”?

”.‘Lt'lkv((o}.‘.l)ug;l/u‘é_lggc’.‘f /.‘.l J Y- Py DT
LG L6 20 ns 2 (Tt emSeieEimert 1S L7t ersie gindi

—e sy Lol

9ol

103:.510
32 :2"}{'J¢j"¢;«/%vll
12 Bhagavad Gita:17:20

703



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678

Volume No: 02 Issue No: 03 (2025)

_‘a&ﬁjvéuﬂ_ﬂé z “Jﬁ&b»”/ii:’()oﬁ:%(}nflﬁ' AN l?zug/u,,;’/,udﬁfu"ﬂgjufuyﬁfw
W I T o ette s 0 L LS e QU550 G S s

»13@‘4\:'\3\ il g il %ISJS\ KATES LAAU«

»_2_pwew st GokU I SEE 1L sl ¢
32y B L d 396 S AUV 310 ks 2ea b bd p AU L a1 £ e lplor §E1S5T 15 4 S
312 te L A1 356 ede S ur 2 e G g e Fleger 3 A p L s Ry
’/})/}'LLV/('%CUSJVLC?'J “uj;/;”(wi.,gf%f/ K;,gli'»dilz?u’lg})&;g&d{._‘gﬁ"/fﬁ'{,é/&gf]
rime P e pB L (e 2 e GG bkt 5L e
390 2oy Lt AG B LUrBUInud e i F 68 a3 mesb dif B L Sesy AL
et g e AR LUy QU
J:'.@. Glgub'&k‘u'rgﬂﬁjt'
K;Labt&lpw&Uéu,!fw’(a&Cz!:u@,&u;.ﬂpufgu/uﬁb»J‘;rwj GBS a7 Jui»:u;,cm!rm
Kol il ff@ﬁ%dﬂ;j uiuivé;ﬁuj:@gfuumw&uﬁgyud'z ui»uﬂ_%p/f?&f,g
/,ﬂu,pu?wdﬁdl.ut{zuﬁébdﬁu’iu&uidm-%w’}fuﬁ;ﬁ&//jfmfu.;wﬁ@ﬁuuﬂ
Ju;smym.;ujLéws&gm!bfﬂ e sk N p ST e dd st s el st by e luw® L 5L
L2 T3 1 Qos e sl Ut Us Plor e e IR No3rs oS S el
Vs §Us ol 18 V%
V) K(y&yuj/é’ydw%uﬁu?d/u?/kL(ﬁ&}wc‘@_,QJ:@Jum,u&uéuiuidM&m
oAb ;aq4j;/ A IS g TS

Makia s LB (i A sd (8 (8

»_2_ oot/ FoS e nZ SUs SN f I ST

2154198158100 26Dl il T b Whesin 13

7:/“/'1 14

704



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678

Volume No: 02 Issue No: 03 (2025)

§u3d for AL AL L n$BHM S K e st et §8 S E o3 BN LI G A6 S o
uu.lécf.u_g;ugdu&&!J“"..{I/u‘"‘I}Jayfdf/,uatsﬂdfﬁ:dl’uﬁuiduaa'g._és,ﬂuuw-ta?u‘fu’u
W sd S e 3138 L 60

"1 ladl) b Sl o ga g alic ca B g

”_‘aa,u.‘.'éu;'q}'p‘.yéjufu;ij;“
ol B fmr‘[,“(u,j;,g/u";K;,'(;Q.t‘;uﬁ/,l‘(:ﬁgfdwajc;!/ﬁra@ﬂ u.f/!»!du/li,v{uioﬁu;}ﬂéém!
Ik 6 BB - & ZE UEE 4§ st FsdocfUT 28 P B3 A p 5 s e Lo
et/ Evardnd

»16é.g_j\ﬁ uiﬁ aj\a eg.al,,uc\ UA 33\93'«

”.f ngéww’..uf Us P ziuu,l‘f i bdeys /léursf)“
)Jv’@ﬁ:&vwﬁ-Jﬂ’);g/yu"g LGk s MBI L ol e S S U S o 505
uu&zféﬁ-éf&v/cf.dwdw‘}u:’yvgJ:“'”“dewuud/}’”u(%*‘;;df;ﬁﬁuﬁ(:“’“Ll[(w}i,“ﬁt
Y 5 A S U (:’“»;guiuﬂt:ghuiu/’uum:uiu/@ &S a6 e 6 sl b e T

S ot el F e SPGB S P

RN

LE3os.5 30 4 (Dana) gis s el e UANL s A S F G i
dlsuiu‘"‘i/'d/..ﬁ/imfl[ﬂ@w:ﬁbjjfdfo,ﬁéﬁ/u?zJ/;/w/;!(/‘!':‘)ﬁfuﬁuugmﬁfﬁ-lg@f){,/k
SSEnodwiSostd s g JEES,

“Dana is the purifier of wealth, and service to the needy is the purifier of the

self.”’
”_‘L&/_JifujuﬁJﬂwuﬁul‘gt‘/Jlfdtulf‘

312 1242004 Pitsecs @ese ihie Niteiib i1 5
356 14200902 Aoz s )l atligr el ositan 16
17 The Laws of Manu (Manusmriti). Translated by G. Buhler. I. London: Penguin Books, 1991, 4.: 226

705



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678

Volume No: 02 Issue No: 03 (2025)

il Aoss E i S e F Uzt A 25 (Punya) sl "//:/WUﬁc« Plomssiind
uﬁ.wufl,/_%(jf (’ Ny (L?ﬂiuu//?é_g@’ e S AU U5 Sl /:’*‘uéw_‘a@._frt{f‘ TAde
:‘a/}’/j.
“The king who gives charity sustains the world.”*8
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“He who 2%ives without pride brings harmony, but the order of the world remains
by duty.”
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“Charity is the ornament of the wealthy when it uplifts the lowly without pride.”27
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“Dana performed with pure heart cleanses past karma and brightens future
destiny.”?
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“One should give to the worthy: the ascetic, the teacher, the needy, for they
sustain the world’s order.”™
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“The gift given at the riaght place, time, and to a worthy person, without
expectation, is sattvic.” 2
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“Charity binds hearts, uplifts the giver, and nourishes the community spirit.”33
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“Dana given without expectation, at the right place and time, and to a worthy
person, is considered sattvika.”*

? e A S Io # Mot L4l 3 B nein™

e a3 y&u;/d))/,’%ruuf /:i L .de/ z+Jf 3 ‘ng u’fw Sl A6 2 uﬁrw)@uﬂm
T el P AL LN L j e §EG < 3T 6 St A3l U S e
2 sl eEdissS,

o5 AS Cls St P

oM B I PV o0 s L5503 Saoic Uhs U 1S Uda Pl il ol 26 S5 Gk
St G PR K 5P S o g PP At G P Sz 3 P EFLG S
S A IS B ST S P uul)—bémm/uﬁMﬂ@mw&m@uf Seal

o

» P00 (e ABria Euall lag

»_af ui’dl.df e law
e sLUE S b Fe g L dionsfic b a3brit éi(/mf I Skl F K i
FBL 500 fo (e 6 47 QBI85 38 H S RIS (st 08P 6 B i S
et B L sl aire P e
ML b2
NS {5

35 Bhagavad Gital7:20
54 1242002010520 26)E 10 VI E S A536
37 Upanishads, ed. Radhakrishnanl: 114

713



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678

Volume No: 02 Issue No: 03 (2025)

&’g//w/;ﬁuf”JJ/w/,u@f’b’,w‘;,:equf‘L/‘gJLKEuétmu‘g,u:_/t?Lu“»éu?;:/”’ugs)@
AT Tt LS i i Il o P Zifi R S b/u’ﬁj LS 1

_u‘z_}’/wJ"il@)b}’/u(!gf/ul/lu’tuﬂdw (}UWILJI
38(,,,0.\51.@\ 3 o184l Saxal us\}

”39_nuffk LLJ;;?»J,:LU;xmg{ﬁ‘Lqu;J" I

I A e ity e B T 7 e IBBAS AP e dmre M ads s s S 2K 5
d)/'mum;udw‘u%u&wﬁ}wy;f) Q&g;;g%w’uﬁdﬁtuﬂ-+/”u:8;&b;/d’,LTuﬁ =L
Gt context-dependent s community-driven #7152/ 60 F6-J Bl PR T P V]
_‘Lanéﬁzj@m institutionalized di/(/{d/s:}/),?.r‘a
s P a0
WU Ut a3 S Ui b S uiditee SO s 1 ot 2 Ut Udn 2 EyCy e
s s e tne ot St § ke § F e L0 & et B U Tt L =
_+&a/ﬂd/@b{ﬂJyﬁ@L@m;v&wﬂffJ(/u”c,t?uéu
_gu"wwd/uu’vﬂ/ 55

g oS5 54 i 153 o 1)

-L.;)/o/.lﬂl._«@uﬁ/ 12d Faoa N
LJJ;//Qch»JLuﬁﬁ9rwgﬂvg,:9&”{;4/} Ldj’),ﬂj(}/kJL[:{'LJy';’d)/‘}’/’E}}/}pﬁ S
L P Gias gJiéu’l:‘Luw//guK «P8Ene Lt L3P 5 e Je S Jud o S
e G
-‘Lf'@uéu// (/ub’

9:60..538
3112401 2439
9:103..40

714



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678

Volume No: 02 Issue No: 03 (2025)

“Dana is the Purlfler of karma when given with humility and without
expectation.’ !
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