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ABSTRACT
Allah Almighty sent prophets and messengers in every age for the guidance of
humanity, and they brought with them their respective divine laws. Some people
followed them, while others rejected them; as a result, many religions came into
existence in the world. Moreover, every individual has the freedom to follow whichever
religion he or she chooses. Consequently, respect for every person’s religion, sacred
books, rituals, and religious personalities becomes obligatory upon all. Under the
pretext of freedom of expression, engaging in abuse or vilification of any religious
personality is condemnable, regardless of the religion or sect to which that personality
belongs.This article will discuss the legislation enacted in the West regarding
blasphemy against religion and religious personalities, as well as the concept found
among Muslims, including its introduction, Shari'ah status, and related discussions.
Furthermore, the history of blasphemy against the Prophet under the guise of freedom
of expression, and the resulting confrontation between Islam and the West, will be
examined from an Islamic perspective.
KEYWORDS: Blasphemy, Freedom of expression.
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"Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
this right includes freedom of change his religion or belief, and freedom,
either alone or in community with other and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship or
observance."*

*Zeid Ra’ad Al-Hussein, Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Geneva:
Switzerland: Office of the United Nations High commissioner for Human rights
Regional Office for Europe, 38.
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"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right
includes freedom to hold opinion without interference and to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers." ®
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